
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   

OCTOBER 17, 2021  

PRELUDE                           Nenad Ivovic  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS               The Rev. Karl Duetzmann  

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on PSALM 104)                                                      

Leader:   The Lord our God is good, clothed with honor and majesty. People:   

Our God is wrapped in light as with a garment.  

Leader:  God has stretched out the heavens like a tent and made the clouds a chariot.  

People:  God made the wind a messenger and uses fire and flame as ministers.  

Leader:   In wisdom God has made all things. The earth is God’s creation.  

People:   I will sing to the Lord as long as I live, I will rejoice in my God as long as I have being.  

Leader:  Let us bless the name of the Lord and call upon the Lord our God in praise and thanksgiving.  
  

OPENING HYMN Red Hymnal #199  

“Crown Him With Many Crowns” (verses 1-3)  

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne;  

Hark! How the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own;  

Awake, my soul and sing of Him Who died for thee, And 

hail Him as thy matchless King Through all eternity.  

Crown Him the Lord of love; behold His hands and side,  

Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified;  

No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,  

But downward bends His burning eye at mysteries so bright.  

Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave, And 

rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save.  

His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,  

Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may 

die.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE (American Sign Language: “Jesus Loves You!”)  

 Follow the hands motions in the illustration to the right  

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        

Please share your prayers through the Zoom Group Chat found at the bottom  of 

your Zoom screen.  

  

PERSONAL PRAYERS  After each petition respond: “Gracious God, hear 

our prayer and in your love answer.”  
  



PASTORAL PRAYER  

             

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts”)   

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

  

HYMN Black Hymnal #442  

 “I’m Pressing on the Upward Way” (Higher Ground)  

I’m pressing on the upward way, new heights I’m gaining every day;  

Still praying as I’m onward bound, “O plant me, God, on higher ground.”  

  

®O Life me up, and I shall be by faith in heaven eternally,  A higher 

plane than I have found, O plant me, God, on higher ground.  
  

My heart has no desire to stay where doubts arise and fears dismay;  

Though some may dwell where these abound, my prayer, my aim is higher ground.®  

  

I want to live beyond the world, though Satan’s darts at me are hurled;   

For faith has caught a joyful sound, the song of saints on higher ground.®  

  

I want to scale the utmost height, and catch a gleam of glory bright;  

But still I’ll pray till heaven I’ve found, “God, lead me on to higher ground.”®  

  

THE MORNING’S BIBLE STORY         MARK 10:35-45                                                       Richard Forselius  

REFLECTIONS ON THE SCRIPTURE   “There’s no EZ Pass in the Gospel!”         Rev. Duetzmann 

MUSICAL RESPONSE “We Are the Hands of Christ” By Joel Raney, Words by John Parker    

             Choir Accompanied by Faye Chen        

CLOSING HYMN  Black Hymnal #436  

“God of Grace and God of Glory”  

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;   

Crown your ancient church’s story ;bring its bud to glorious flower.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  

For the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.  

  

From the evils that surround us and assail the Savior’s ways,  From the 

fears that long have bound us, free our hearts for faith and praise.  

 Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage,  

For the living of these days, for the living of these days.  

  



Cure your children’s warring madness; bend our pride to your control.   

Shame our reckless, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.  

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  

Make our broken spirits whole, make our broken spirits whole.  

 

Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives that they may be  

 Armored with all Christ-like graces, in the fight to set us free.   

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  

In the quest for liberty, in the quest for liberty.  

  

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;   

Let the search for your salvation be our glory evermore.   

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  

Serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore.  

  

BENEDICTION (ISAIAH 53:4-12)                 

Leader: Our lives are filled with struggles and suffering — none of us are immune. The key to full life 

in Christ is not to rise above it, but to struggle together and help one another along the way, knowing 
that God is with us in every moment. This is service. If we seek to serve and lift one another up, 

committing to struggle together, together we will witness Christ’s glory. So be it!  

POSTLUDE                                 Nenad Ivovic  

  

We are honored to have Rev. Karl Duetzmann with us today!  

The Reverend Karl Duetzmann began serving as pastor at the United Church of Christ, in Devon, CT in  

2004. Pastor Karl holds a Bachelor of University Studies cum laude from the University of Maine and a 
Master of Divinity Degree from Bangor Theological Seminary. We at the First Church of Christ in 

Woodbridge, welcome him as our Guest Preacher.  
 

Please keep, in your prayers and thoughts, two families from our First Church family.   

James 5:16 says, “Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may 

be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.”  
  

Jack and Hope Jones and their family in the passing of Jack’s brother, Harry Earl Jones, on October 6th 

in Pennsylvania.  

  

Carl and Annemarie Lindskog and their family in the passing of their son, Eric C. Lindskog, on  

October 12th in Florida.  

  

The floral arrangement in the front of the church is in Loving Memory of:  

Harry Earl Jones  

Given by Jack and Hope Jones  



  

Join us for coffee hour following the service.  

   

Guest Ministers Scheduled  

October 24th –     Rev. Martha Bays  

October 31st –     Rev. Walter Pitman  

November 7th –   Rev. Hiram Brett (communion)  

November 14th – Rev. Walter Pitman  

November 21st    Rev. Karl Duetzmann  

November 28th – Rev. Raquel Irizarry  

December 5th –   Rev. Hiram Brett (communion)  

December 12th – Rev. Karl Duetzmann  

December 19th – Rev. Janice Touloukian  

December 24th – Rev. Walter Pitman  

December 26th – Rev. Raquel Irizarry  

  

If you would like to donate flowers for the church on a particular Sunday, please call the church office at 

(203)389-2119.  
Please sign up in the Parish hall to read Scripture and to host the coffee hour.      

We need and appreciate your help! 

 

CALL TO CONGREGATONAL MEETING  

  

The membership of the First Church of Woodbridge, is hereby called to meeting on Sunday, October 24, 

2021, in the Meeting House immediately following the Sunday morning worship service, in order:  

  

1. To receive and act upon the Preliminary Annual Budget for 2022  

  

2. To hear and approve plans and to empower the Officers and Boards     of the Church 

to conduct the business of the Church from January 1, 2022     until adoption  of the 

Final Annual Budget  

  

3. To receive A Report from the FCCW Search and Renewal Committee     concerning 

the hiring of an Interim Minister  

  

4. To transact any other business appropriate to come before the Meeting  

  

Respectfully Submitted,   

October 8, 2021  

  

Susan Stoddard, Clerk  
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