
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTACOST 

 June 13, 2021 

 

PRELUDE “Flower Song” by Gustav Lange                               Faye Chen 

     

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Praise God who creates a world full of growth and new life; 

People: Plant the seed of your word among us today. 

Leader: Praise God who loves us without end or conditions; 

People: Plant the seed of your love within us today. 

Leader: Praise God who challenges us to act to build a better world; 

People: Plant the seed of new hope through our lives today. 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Loving God, we call upon your presence today to create new growth within us. We ask that 

the sunshine of your love and the cleansing water of your forgiveness nourish our lives that 

your grace might grow in our hearts, words and deeds.  Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN #155 Red Hymnal 

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King,  

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present. 

 

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal son, 

Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One; 

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 

To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

 

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring, 

Who in all good delightest, Thou good and gracious King. 

All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring!                                                                        



PASSING OF THE PEACE 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND PASTORAL PRAYER               

Please share your prayers through the Zoom Group Chat found at the bottom of your Zoom 

screen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts”)  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN #399 Red Hymnal 

“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 

O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 

 

O Light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee; 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be. 

 

O Joy that sleekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be. 

 

O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee; 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red life that shall endless be. 

Amen. 

  

SCRIPTURE READINGS   Ezekiel 17:22-24, Mark 4:26-34                      Al Jarvis  

      

SERMON     “Starting Small”             Rev. Martha Bays 

 

MUSICAL RESPONSE    “We Are the Hands of Christ” 

            Words by John Parker, Music by Joel Raney 

                Duet by Roger Calistro and Al Jarvis accompanied by Faye Chen   

      

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 



HYMN #348 Red Hymnal 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

My faith looks up to thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray; take all my guilt away; 

 Oh, let me from this day be wholly thine. 

 

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 

As thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee 

 Pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire. 

 

While life’s dark maze I tread, and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day; wipe sorrow’s tears away; 

 Nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 

 

When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold, sullen stream shall o’er me roll, 

Blest Savior, the, in love, fear and distrust remove; 

Oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION                          Rev. Martha Bays 

 

POSTLUDE “Prayer, Op. 48, No. 1” by Ludwing van Beethoven         Faye Chen 

 

Rev. Martha Bays, guest minister 

     Rev. Martha Bays graduated from Smith College, received a Master of Education from Case 

Western Reserve University, and earned her Master of Divinity degree from Andover Newton 

Theological School.  For 9 years Martha was the pastor at the Congregational Church in 

Killingworth, retiring in 2018. She has two adult children and three grandkids. Martha currently 

lives in Norwalk and enjoys doing pulpit supply. 

 

Please join us for “coffee hour” following the morning service! 

 



 

Mrs.Virginia (Ginny) Calistro, a long-time member of FCCW, passed away on 

Wednesday, June 9th. We want to extend our deepest sympathies and prayers for her family 

and friends. There will be a funeral service here at First Church on Monday, June 14th, at 

11 am. The family has asked that in lieu of flowers, any donations be sent to the “Sanctuary 

Fund” at FCCW.  Please join us as we “celebrate” her life. 

 


