
SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTER 

 May 9, 2021 

 

PRELUDE G. Gershwin- Love Walked In                   Nenad Ivòvic 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 98)  

Leader: Sing to God a new song, for God has done marvelous things! 

People: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth, for God is still doing marvelous  

  things! 

Leader: Break into joyful song! Sing praises with the sounds of harp, horns and trumpets! 

People: Let the seas roar and the floods clap their hands. Let the hills sing   

  together for joy. 

Leader: God’s love and faithfulness have filled our hearts and homes. 

People: God’s love and faithfulness will extend to all the ends of the earth. 

 

OPENING HYMN #485 Red Hymnal 

“This Is My Father’s World” 

 

This is my Father’s world; And to my listening ears, 

All nature sings, and round me rings The music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, His hand the wonders wrought. 

 

This is my Father’s world; The birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, Declare their Maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world; He shines in all that’s fair; 

In the rustling grass I hear him pass; He speaks to me everywhere. 

 

This is my Father’s world; Oh, let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world; Why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is king; let the heavens ring. God reigns; let the earth be ‘glad. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND PASTORAL PRAYER                       

Please share your prayers through the Zoom Group Chat found at the bottom of your Zoom 

screen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts”) 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, 



as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

HYMN #35 Red Hymnal 

“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

 

When morning gilds the skies, My heart awaking cries, 

May Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer, 

To Jesus I repair, May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

The night becomes as day, When from the heart we say, 

May Jesus Christ be praised! The powers of darkness fear, 

When this sweet chant they hear, May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

Ye nations of mankind, In this your concord find, 

May Jesus Christ be praised! Let all the earth around 

Ring joyous with the sound, May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

To God, the Word, on high, The hosts of angels cry, 

May Jesus Christ be praised! Let mortals, too, upraise 

Their voice in hymns of praise, May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Amen. 

THE MORNING’S BIBLE STORY        Psalm 98              John 15:9-17 

MUSICAL RESPONSE W.A. Mozart- Piano Concerto No.9, 1st movement       

         -Nenad Ivòvic with Jason Chen 

REFLECTIONS ON THE SCRIPTURE      Abiding In Love         Rev. Martha Bays 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

All:  Loving God, thank you for the message from scripture of your unending love. Allow 

us to receive it fully so that we might abide in its goodness allowing it to influence all that 

we do and say. You have given us the model of your love for your son and told us to love 

the same way. Help each of us when we fall short of Jesus's example and guide us back to 

the path of unconditional and unrelenting love. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #61 Red Hymnal 

“God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 

 

God be with you till we meet again; By his counsels guide, uphold you, 

With his sheep securely fold you: God be with you till we meet again. 

 

God be with you till we meet again; ‘Neath his wings protecting hide you, 

Daily manna still provide you: God be with you till we meet again. 

(cont.) 



God be with you till we meet again; When life’s perils thick confound you, 

Put his arms unfailing round you: God be with you till we meet again. 

 

God be with you till we meet again; Keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 

Smite death’s threatening wave before you: God be with you till we meet again. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Leader: Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.”  

  May we all go forth knowing the deep love of God and abiding in that love so that 

  our words and actions show God’s love to the world. Amen. 

POSTLUDE Hymn                        Nenad Ivòvic 

DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING: 

During this season when we are deeply conscious of the health and safety of our 

worshipping community, we will not be passing plates for the offering. Instead, we invite you  

to place your offering today in one of the plates located by the entrance doors of the church,  

and we thank you for your generosity and support. 

 

Reverend Martha Bays, guest preacher 

Rev. Martha Bays graduated from Smith College, received a Masters of Education from 

Case Western Reserve University, and earned her Master of Divinity degree from Andover 

Newton Theological School. For 9 years, Martha was the pastor at the Congregational Church in 

Killingworth, retiring in 2018. She has two adult children and three grandkids. Martha currently 

lives in Norwalk and enjoys doing pulpit supply. 

Flowers at the front  

of the church are  

in honor of all mothers 

and in celebration of 

Mother’s Day. 


