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 At the end of the rehearsal I like to remind the wedding party no mat-
ter how well they’ve rehearsed, someone will miss a cue, forget a line, or 
drop a ring; but in the end they’ll be married and have a great party to cele-
brate. I did a wedding once at the Embassy Room. The bride and groom were 
very young and working hard to make ends meet. The groom found the DJ 
through a friend of his brother’s sister in-law. It was his second gig. As soon 
as the couple declared their intent to marry, and before they had spoken their 
vows, the DJ started the dance music…and everyone leapt to their feet. Why 
wait for the “Amen”? This is what they’d been waiting for!   
 Several years later while serving a downtown church, homeless folks 
were camping out around the Meeting House, protesting the loss of beds in 
local homeless shelters. At the wedding rehearsal, the bride was livid. How 
dare they ruin her wedding?! The next day, she arrived early for the ceremo-
ny. Walking around the perimeter of the Meeting House, she invited everyone 
who had slept there the night before to join the wedding celebration. Several 
accepted her invitation. Joy was abundant.   
 It must have been quite an affair, that wedding in Cana, to have serv-
ants, a chief steward and all. It was not uncommon for weddings, back then 
and there, to go on for days. What a great gig for a DJ! But in first century 
Judea, a wedding was more than the joining of two people, or families, or 
clans; it was much more than a party. It was an act of resistance, an exercise 
in hope in the face of Roman terror and domination. If you are going to resist 
Caesar with a party, let it be big and joyful with really good wine…and spar-
kling water. 
 But in John’s story of the Epiphany, something was amiss. Either the 
groom and his family had miscalculated how much their guests would drink, 
or they had many more guests than they had anticipated. Either way, they 
were out of wine. Here is the perfect imperfection! “Jesus, the wine’s run 
out.” calls his mother. And he: “Leave me alone, Mom.”   (cont.) 
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And thus is set in motion the first of Jesus’s signs pointing to who he is: the Light of the world, the Word made 
flesh, the one in whom life is filled brimful, the Truth, God’s beloved, the Anointed One. Thank heaven the 
hosts at Cana were poor party planners. What if there had been plenty of wine at the wedding? Where would 
be the miracle?   
 In the Bible and in our lives, miracles arise out of brokenness and need. With the Egyptians at their 
backs, Israel somehow had to get to the other side of the Red Sea. The barren Hannah wanted a child, and God 
needed a prophet (1st Samuel 1:1-28). Thousands of people had nothing to eat, so Jesus provided the picnic 
lunch. The disciples were afraid, so Jesus calmed the sea.  And when all hope had been sucked out of the 
world, God raised Jesus Christ from the grave. 
 I know this is a time of broken hearts and vanishing dreams. People everywhere are hungry in body, 
mind, or spirit, grieving and afraid. Many have run out of life and hope. Where there are celebrations, many 
have lost their reason and energy. They have run out of wine.  
 But when an invitation to celebrate is extended, go! Who knows what will happen? Attend parties vir-
tually, or host your own at home with immediate family. Invite others to join you by phone, or FaceTime, 
through Zoom or other means. “Re-member” and “re-tell” the stories of God bringing liberation, light, and joy 
into the World; how Jesus made new wine where there was none. And when we’re alone with nowhere to go, 
let’s not forget: Jesus sits with us and invites us to attend his upcoming feast. I know its not perfect, but its 
what we have. Who knows, the next miracle may be just around the corner.  
 I’ve never been to a perfect wedding. An inexperienced DJ could not contain his joy and the party start-
ed early. A hardened heart was molded overnight into the shape of compassion, and an exclusive party became 
the inclusive feast of God’s reign of love. I think Leonard Cohen says it well in his song, “Anthem”. 

 
“Ring the bells that still can ring,  

Forget your perfect offering. There is a crack, a crack in everything,  
That's how the light gets in.” 

 
 No doubt the world is broken, and the Pandemic is making things worse. Yet, God offers us strength 
and hope to resist all that would break and oppress us, to keep us from giving in and giving up. Remember, 
Jesus is with us right now, inviting us to celebrate the coming realm of God’s inclusive love. Why wait? Let 
the party begin! 
In joyful expectation, 
Shepard 
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                          December 2020 
 

Highlights of the December Council Meeting: The Council voted to accept two nominations from the 
Nominating Committee, Sue Stoddard for Clerk and Nancy Dickgiesser for the Personnel Committee. Both 
were warmly welcomed to their respective roles. 

Rev. Parsons reported on activities and services for the coming month and noted that Office Manager, 
JoAnna Rubino will be working full time from home without structured office hours. She will however go to 
the office to insure that daily matters such as mail, checking phone messages, recording pledges, etc. will be 
done. 

Asst. Treasurer, Jack Jones, reported that expenses for the year are $24,000 under budget and that there 
is $47,000 cash-on-hand for the remainder of the year. 
Deacons, as reported by Jesse Hubbard, have invited UCC Conference Minister, Mary Nelson, to speak at the 
next Deacons’ meeting to explain the method of establishing the operation and functions of the search process 
due to Pastor Parson's resignation. This process will include an initial search process for an Interim Minister 
and ultimately for a Settled Pastor.  

Betty Fearon reported for the Music Committee that for the three weeks absence of organist/pianist 
Nenad Ivovic, Faye Chen will be providing coverage for all services.  

Baron Jones, head of Stewardship, reported that only $20,000 in pledges for 2012 had been received to 
date. This is much below the goal for the campaign. He also reported that along with the Stocking Project do-
nations collected at the December 12th “Holiday Drive-In”, there will be food donations and distribution, due 
to the need during the pandemic. 

In light of the many additions to and changes in the functions and tasks of the Office Manager, I re-
ported during the Moderator's report that I believed there was a need to review the present job description and 
administrative structure of the position. The matter was being referred to Personnel and Trustees for their at-
tention and action. 

I wish to continue with the metaphor, which I used in my last report, of the sputtering car: With this 
last big snow storm, our little car has become stuck in a snowbank. We've kept the motor running so that we 
can have heat in the car. And although we're not moving at the moment, the car is using fuel to keep the motor 
idling. We will need help in pushing and pulling our little car from the snowbank and we'll need money to buy 
gas when we start back down the road. How does this pertain to FCCW at this moment in time? Our 
"snowbank" is the pandemic which momentarily finds us at somewhat of a standstill. We are operating to keep 
our staff employed, our buildings heated and open, and community/church events and programs functioning. 
First and most importantly: Our pledges for 2021 are WAY DOWN, as indicated in the report from the Stew-
ardship Committee. We need more support to buy "gas" for the operation of the church in 2021. If you have 
not yet pledged for 2021, PLEASE do so. Whatever the amount, be it for a year's pledge or one time donation, 
please provide some financial support for us to operate and buy "gas!"  

Next, we need some more members to help "pull and push" with church committees and programs. If 
you have been an inactive, long standing member, if you are new to the church, if you are not a member but a 
friend, whatever your status, we NEED your help and participation. Get involved, join a committee, work on a 
special event, volunteer in some way, shape, or manner to help "pull and push" during the year 2021. This will 
be a year of many, many challenges and changes. We will be seeking and employing new pastoral leadership, 
we'll be undergoing organizational review and assessment, and building for our church's future. This takes 
time, effort and participation by our members! Provide us with your individual "push or pull". PLEASE GET 
INVOLVED! 
May you have a safe and Happy New Year, 
 
Richard A. Prescott, Moderator 
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NOTICE 
OF 

ANNUAL  
CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

The membership of The First Church of Christ, Wood-
bridge, is hereby called to a ZOOM meeting on  

Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. in order:  
 
1. To receive and act upon the Treasurer’s Report for 
2020. 
 
2. To receive the final report of the Board of Steward-
ship on the pledge drive. 
 
3. To receive and act upon the Board of Trustees’ rec-
ommended budgets for 2021. 
 
4. To elect a Treasurer and members of other boards as 
per the Nominating Committee.  
 
5. To discuss the process of reviewing the future needs 
and wants of our congregation as we move forward  
     into 2021 and how this pertains to the search of an 
interim pastor.   
 
6. To transact any other business appropriate to come 
before the meeting.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Susan Stoddard, Clerk 

Sunday, January 31, 2021  
at 11:00 a.m.  
( via ZOOM ) 

 First Church Boy Scout Troop 907 enjoyed a winter campout the weekend of December 
19-20,2020.  Scouts built an igloo with the fresh fallen snow and two scouts actually slept in it!  
Other scouts camped out in lean-tos or tents in the frigid weather, maintaining social distancing. 
Scouts prepared their meals, gathered around the fire pit, and participated in three advancement 
Boards of Review, not venturing inside the camp cabin. 
 Shown are scouts and adult leaders who participated at Camp Whiting across from the 
Darling House in Woodbridge. The troop recently completed its re-chartering for year 2021 and  
continues to meet on Thursday nights, but at Camp Whiting outside on Thursdays as the 
pandemic continues.  New scouts and potential scout leaders are always welcomed." 
 
Best wishes, 
Richard Forselius 

Boy Scout News 
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“HOW DID THEY HOLIDAY 2020” 
 

They drove through the drizzle, they put on their masks, 
They stood at a distance, without being asked. 

The people, they gathered out on the green; 
The church bell, it rung, with a voice strong and clean. 
The lights on the tree shone like stars through the mist, 

If only to prove dark and light coexist. 
So much was different, nothing was formal; 

Traditions were trimmed and the format abnormal. 
Yet together they sung, together they prayed, 
Together rejoiced in the joy that was made. 
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On Tuesday, December 15th, members of our Christian Education program, including the Papst    
family and director of Christian Education, JoAnna Rubino, greeted two representatives of the New Haven      
Police Department outside the Parish House as part of the Annual Stocking Project. Lieutenant Colon and 
Officer Pesino gladly helped carry multiple bags, overflowing with new clothing and gifts for children of all 
ages, from the building to their vehicles. There were enough Stocking Bags, generously donated by        
members of the First Church of Christ, to fill up two police SUVs.  

As Lt. Colon expressed her gratitude for the Christmas donations, JoAnna Rubino thanked the 
NHPD for their continued service to the community and affording the church the opportunity to help       
families in need, from a distance. 
 For years, the First Church of Christ’s Christian Service committee has worked together with the 
New Haven Police Dept. to bring gifts and clothing to struggling families of the Newhallville area of New 
Haven. This year has been particularly difficult, for more families than ever. In addition to the staggering 
number of unemployed citizens, the number of community volunteers has diminished due to various effects 
of the COVID -19 pandemic. Lt. Colon said, “We appreciate everything because everything helps.”. 

FCCW and NHPD Join Forces to Spread the “Spirit of Giving” to Those in Need 

         THANK YOU, STOCKING BAG SUPPORTERS! 
 
 

Thank you to all those who picked up Stocking Bags to fill, those who donated monetarily, and 
those who shopped to fill bags sponsored by others. Thank you to the New Haven Police               

Department for joining with us to make this project possible. Thank you to all volunteers, whose 
persistence and hard work contributed to the success of this year’s Annual Stocking Project. 
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Weekly Bible Study 
 

All are welcome to visit our Weekly Bible Study 
that takes place every Wednesday morning from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Meetings are currently 
being held inside the Parish Hall or outside in 
good weather. All safety regulations must be  

followed when on the church grounds. Copies of 
our safety regulations are available in the  

Parish Hall foyer. 
Please visit the Bible Study page on our website 

for more information and a list of  
weekly readings. 

https://www.uccw.org/bible-study  

LIVE STREAMED ON OUR WEBSITE 

The recording is also available for viewing on 

 Your Board of Trustees has brought the church’s internet  
capability up to date. WiFi has been installed in the sanctuary to  

support live streaming of Sunday Services and events. A ZOOM 
hosting account has been established to use for Sunday services and 
leader meetings. Live streaming capability on YouTube has begun 

using an existing camera and computer. The church audio system has 
been repaired with provisions for additional microphones. Live 
streaming of Pastor Shepard’s worship service in the sanctuary is up 

and running! A link is provided via email to view the 10:00 a.m.  
service on our website. You are always welcome to continue joining 
in the ZOOM service. ZOOM invitations are also sent out by email.  

Church Communications and Live Streaming 

 
Thanks to Jesse 

Hubbard and Jim 
Rosson for 

“Lighting Up” the 
Night! 

Don’t Forget! 
 

Submissions to be published in the February 
issue of The Parishioner are due by  
Wednesday, January 21st! 
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NEXT PARISHIONER DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, January 21, 2020  (a firm date). 

Marking Life’s Passages 
(N/A) 

The Parishioner 
Published monthly by 
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Woodbridge, Connecticut 
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E-mail   shepard_parsons@mac.com 
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Compiled by  JoAnna Rubino  
E-mail articles to:  growfirstchurch@gmail.com 

How Do I View Sunday Service? 
 

All Worship Services are live streamed on  
our website and on our YouTube channel.  All Services are recorded and are available for viewing    

on our website, our YouTube channel, and on Facebook. 
 

  Please look to your email for invitations and links to these resources.  
We will continue to use Zoom  for all our Worship Services.  

 

*If you are having trouble with any of these church provided services,  
please email JoAnna at growfirstchurch@gmail.com 

 
Lay Readers for Worship 

We are in need of volunteers to read, via Zoom, for Sunday Worship. Anyone, including youth, who 
would like to participate, is encouraged to email JoAnna at office@uccw,org. 

Office Hours 
 

The office is currently open for  essential business, by appointment only, Tuesday through Friday,  
from 10:00 a.m. - 12 :00 p.m. Email JoAnna at office@uccw.org to request an appointment. 

www.uccw.org 

“What’s on there for me?” 
 
The FCCW website is a growing font of resources, links, notifications, 
and activities that continues to attract interest and open new lines of 
communication throughout our community. There is always something 
new! 
Do you know anyone who needs a prayer? Simply email your prayer 
request to office@uccw.org to have it posted online in the “Prayers 
Needed” section of our Community Page. Who couldn’t use a little  
extra prayer these days? 


