
 

 

              BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  —  Call to the Congregational Meeting 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader: We are gathered here today because God has called us. 

People: We are children of God because God has adopted us. 

Leader: We are ambassadors of God’s grace because God is gracious to us. 

People: We are a people of hope because God has never failed us. 

All:        Let us worship the God of love, made known to us in Christ Jesus, whose Spirit       

              empowers us for faithful living! 

 

HYMN       “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’s love and righteousness; 

I dare not trust this earthly frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’s name. 

 

® On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;  

all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

When shadow’s veil my Savior’s face, I rest upon unchanging grace; 

In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. ® 

 

Christ’s oath and covenant and blood support me in the rising flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, Christ then is all my hope and stay. ® 

 

When Christ shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in Love be found, 

Dressed in God’s righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. ® 

 

 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

               “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

                            “And also with you.” 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND PASTORAL PRAYER The Rev. Janice Touloukian 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts”) 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 

be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

 

HYMN     “God, When I Came into This Life” 

 

God, when I came into this life, You called me by my name; 

Today I come, commit myself, responding to Your claim. 

 

You give me freedom to believe; Today I make my choice, 

And to the worship of the church, I add my learning voice. 

 

Within the circle of the faith, As member of Your cast, 

I take my place with all the saints of future, present, past. 

 

In all the tensions of my life, between my faith and doubt, 

Let Your great spirit give me hope, sustain me, lead me out. 

 

So help me in my unbelief, and let my life be true: 

Feet firmly planted on the earth, my sights set high on You. 

 

ORDER OF CONFIRMATION: AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  (See service below) 

      *Alana Beerli and *Luke Beerli 

 

MUSICAL RESPONSE 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 1:4-11 

 

REFLECTION ON THE WORD 

 

HYMN     “God Is My Shepherd” 

 

God is my shepherd, I’ll not want, I feed in pastures green. 

God grants me rest and bids me drink from waters calm and clean. 

Through daily tasks, I’m blessed and led by One I have not seen. 

 

 



 

 

Restored to life each morning new, I rise up from the dust 

To follow God whose presence gives me confidence and trust. 

I praise the name of God today; in God I put my trust. 

 

When I must pass through shadowed vale, where loss and death await, 

I will not fear for god is there, my shepherd strong and great, 

Whose rod and staff will comfort me and all my fears abate. 

 

No enemy can overcome, no power on earth defeat 

The one’s anointed by God’s grace and fed with manna sweet. 

My cup is filled and overflows as I my savior greet. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my days will surely follow me; 

And where God reigns in heaven and earth, my dwelling place will be. 

My shepherd blesses, cares, and leads through all eternity. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDER OF CONFIRMATION: AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Leader: We invite to come forward Alana Beerli and Luke Beerli who wish to affirm their  

    baptism by being confirmed. 

Leader: Friends in Christ, we all are received into the church through the sacrament of   

    baptism. Luke and Alana have found nurture and support in the midst of the 

family of    Christ. Through prayer and study they have been led by the Holy Spirit to 

affirm their    baptism and to claim in our presence their covenantal relationship with 

Christ and the      members of the church. They are here for service to Jesus 

Christ, using the gifts      which the Holy Spirit bestows. 

  Hear the words of Jesus: I am the vine, you are the branches. Anyone who abides in me,  

    and I in that person, is the one who bears much fruit. If you abide in me, and my  

    words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. If you 

keep      my commandments, you will abide in my love. These things I have spoken 

to you,      that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATES 

Leader: Do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith and family of Jesus Christ? 

CANDIDATES:  I do. 

Leader:  Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ? 

CANDIDATES: I do. 

Leader: Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 

CANDIDATES: I do. 

Leader:  Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ's disciple, to follow in the way of  

    our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness 

to      the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able? 

CANDIDATES: I promise, with the help of God. 

Leader:  Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the Christian faith and to  

    be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, celebrating Christ's presence 

and      furthering Christ's mission in all the world? 



 

 

CANDIDATES:  I promise, with the help of God:  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Leader:  Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith in the triune  

    God.  Do you believe in God? 

People:  I believe in God. 

Leader:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ. 

Leader:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CANDIDATES 

 LEADER AND CANDIDATES 

  O God, my God, known to me in Jesus Christ, I give myself to you as your own, to  

   love and serve you faithfully all the days of my life.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Leader: Let us pray in silence . . . .  

Leader: Let us pray together. 

ALL: Almighty God, who in baptism received these your servants into the church, forgave  

   their sins, and promised them eternal life; increase in them the gifts of your Holy 

    Spirit. Grant love for others, joy in serving you, peace in disagreement, 

patience in     suffering, kindness toward all people, goodness in evil times, 

faithfulness in      temptation, gentleness in the face of opposition, 

self-control in all things. Thereby     strengthen them for their ministry 

in the world; through Jesus Christ our Savior.     Amen. 

 

ACT OF CONFIRMATION 

Leader: O God, in the grace of Jesus Christ you have accepted these your servants Luke and  

   Alana through the water of baptism. Nourish in them the power of your Holy Spirit 

that     they may serve you in the world. 

 

CANDIDATES AND PEOPLE: Amen! 

 

PRAYER OF CONFIRMATION 

Leader:  We rejoice, O merciful God, with Luke and Alana in the gift of the Holy Spirit, and in  

    the  Spirit’s power to awaken us to new truth and to inspire us to venture into 

fullness      of life. We give you thanks that they have been moved to affirm 

their baptism. Help      them to live not for themselves but for 



 

 

Christ and those whom Christ loves. Keep      them steady and 

abounding in hope, never giving up, pressing toward the goal of life     

 with you in Jesus Christ. 

CANDIDATES AND PEOPLE: Amen. 

Leader: By your baptism you were made one with us in the body of Christ, the Church. Today  

    we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this time and 

place.      We celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

 

QUESTION ABOUT PARTICIPATION 

Leader: Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of God’s people,  

   sharing regularly in the worship of God an enlisting in the work of this local church 

as it     serves the community and the world? 

CANDIDATES: I promise, with the help of God. 

 

WELCOME 

Leader: Let us, the members of The First Church of Christ Woodbridge, express our welcome  

    and affirm  our mutual ministry in Christ. 

PEOPLE: We promise you our continuing friendship and prayers as we share the hopes  

    and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may 

     we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be 

witnesses of      our risen Savior. 

Leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of The First Church of Christ Woodbridge, we 

   extend  to you the hand of Christian love. 

 

PRAYER 

Leader: Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be your servant people and for gathering us  

   into the body of Christ. We thank you for sending to us these believers that we may 

work     together in serving the needs of others. Confirm in us the power of your 

covenant that we     may live in your Spirit, share regularly in worship, and so 

love each other that we may     have among us the same mind which was in 

Christ Jesus, to whom be all honor and glory.  

 

ALL: Amen. 


