
 

 

Scriptures from today’s readings 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 

a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 

them.’ And he will send them immediately.[a]” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying, 

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 

cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd[b] spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 

were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!     Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 

this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

Matthew 26:6-13  New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Anointing at Bethany 

6 Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,[a] 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster 

jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 8 But when the disciples saw it, 

they were angry and said, “Why this waste? 9 For this ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and the 

money given to the poor.” 10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? She has 

performed a good service for me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have 

me. 12 By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this 

good news[b] is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 

 

Matthew 26:14-16 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you 

give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he began to 

look for an opportunity to betray him. 

 



 

 

 
 
John 13:1-17 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

13 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go 

to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already 

put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from 

the table,[a] took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I 

am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 

“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 

hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet,[b] but 

is entirely clean. And you[c] are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this 

reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you 

know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So 

if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set 

you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants[d] are not 

greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, 

you are blessed if you do them. 

 

Mark 14:22-25 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, 

“Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank 

from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell 

you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

 
Luke 22:47-71 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading 

them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying 

the Son of Man?” 49 When those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we 



 

 

strike with the sword?” 50 Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But 

Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the 

officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs 

as if I were a bandit? 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this 

is your hour, and the power of darkness!” 

Peter Denies Jesus 

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at 

a distance. 55 When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 

among them. 56 Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with 

him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58 A little later someone else, on seeing him, 

said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 59 Then about an hour later still another kept 

insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what 

you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61 The Lord turned and 

looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows 

today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 

The Mocking and Beating of Jesus 

63 Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; 64 they also blindfolded him and kept 

asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” 65 They kept heaping many other insults on him. 

Jesus before the Council 

66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together, 

and they brought him to their council. 67 They said, “If you are the Messiah,[a] tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, 

you will not believe; 68 and if I question you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man will be 

seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70 All of them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to 

them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves 

from his own lips!” 

 
Mark 15:6-25 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified 

6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 7 Now a man called 

Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8 So the crowd came 

and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9 Then he answered them, “Do you want me to 

release for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had 

handed him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them 

instead. 12 Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do[a] with the man you call[b] the King of 

the Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they 



 

 

shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and 

after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters[c]); and they 

called together the whole cohort. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a 

crown, they put it on him. 18 And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his head 

with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the 

purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, 

the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought Jesus[d] to the place called Golgotha (which means the 

place of a skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified 

him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 

 
 
Matthew 27:57-61 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Burial of Jesus 

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of 

Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph 

took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the 

rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

 
 


